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Tom is the Founder and President of Farrell Design-Build Inc., a Menard USA company 
in Placerville, California. Tom’s Geotechnical engineering and contracting experience 
spans the San Francisco Bay Area, Sacramento Valley, Los Angeles basin, and San 
Diego since 1990.  Tom has published several papers about ground improvement and 
foundation design in California (www.farrellinc.com/services/library/).  In January 2024, 
Tom started as a lecturer at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in the Civil Engineering 
Department for the senior design courses CE466/CE467 and the foundation design 
course CE481. Tom earned his Bachelor’s Science degree in Civil Engineering at Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo in 1990. He earned his Master’s Science degree in Geotechnical 
Engineering at UC Davis under the direction and review of Dr. Bruce Kutter, Dr. IM 
Idriss, and Dr. Ross Boulanger in 1996 with his thesis titled “Centrifuge Modelling of 
Liquefaction and Soil Structure Interaction”.  Tom holds general engineering contractor’s 
licenses in California and Nevada. Tom’s work includes California High Speed Rail, UC 
Davis Hospital Replacement Tower, Cal Poly Engineering IV, and hundreds of deep 
foundation and ground improvement projects across California. 
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